Everyone agrees: Shohei Ohtani is the American League’s M.V.P.

The Los Angeles Angels’ two-way star Shohei Ohtani has been named this year's Most Valuable Player
in the American League. He is the second Japanese to win the award after Ichiro Suzuki, the former Seattle
Mariners star outfielder in 2001.

Shohei was extraordinary this season. He smashed 46 home runs, drove in 100 runs and posted a .965
on-base plus slugging percentage.

MVP winners in each league are determined through voting by the 30 members of the Baseball Writers'
Association of America*. Ohtani received all 30 of the first-place votes for the award. (DIt was a unanimous
decision for Ohtani. *REPERELH

Throughout his career, even back in Japan, many people often said, “@He can’t be a two-way player in
MLB. It’s hard to be an everyday hitter and a starting pitcher in MLB, the top league with the best players
in the world.” But Ohtani never changed (3his mind. He believed he can be the No. 1 player.

In a television interview after being named the A.L. winner, Ohtani said, “I have dreamed of winning an
M.V.P. award one day when I first came to the U.S. I am thankful that American fans supported my idea of

becoming a two-way player.”
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Q! What has Shohei Ohtani been named in the American League?
Q2 Who is the Japanese baseball player that won the award in 20017
Q3 Why is Shohei Ohtani called a “two-way” star?
Q4 Who determines MVP winners and how?
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Q8 Why is Shohei thankful to American fans?


https://bbwaa.com/21-al-mvp/

EI Hiroshi Sasaki, Ohtani's coach in high school, says: “Shohei achieved his dreams of becoming the world's
best player. I think he will be challenging himself and keep progressing day by day. I hope he will maintain
(Dthis attitude and let the world know the greatness of Japanese players."

“As I grew up, I watched Ichiro,” Ohtani said. “He also won the M.V.P. I respected him. It was he who
made me want to play in the big leagues one day. I hope I can be a star player to kids that are watching me

right now. And hopefully one day, I want to play baseball with one of those kids that are watching me.
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QI |l What is Shohei Ohtani’s dream?
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1) Shohei Ohtani was named this year's Most Valuable Player in the American League.
2) “I have dreamed of winning an M.V.P. award one day.”

3) “AsI grew up, I watched Ichiro.”
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|. Shohei Ohtani is the best baseball player that I have ever seen.

2. “I hope I can be a star player to kids that are watching me right now.”

3.1 am thankful to American fans that supported my idea of becoming a two-way player.”
4. Ichiro is a great baseball player that Shohei respects.

5. Shohei is an MVP player that all the 30 members chose.

6. Hiroshi Sasaki is a coach that instructed Shohei in high school.



